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fingto the Friends, Relations and Accomplices. 


of the Guilty.. In Cafes whereit is thought ne- 
ceflary to. make Examples, it is. the Humour 
of the Multitude to forget the Crime and re- 
member the Punifhment.. However,. we have 
already feen, and {till hope to fee,. fo many In- 
ftances-of Mercy in his Mayjefty’s Government,. 
that our chief Minifters-have more‘to. fear from: 
the Murmurs of their too violent Friends, than. 
from the Reproaches of their Enemies. 


sO see ate ath aoe age ge ae ap aap see eae Se EEF SCE 
N°. 49: Friday, June 8: 





——— jam nunc follennes ducere pompas 


Ad-delubrajuvat. Virg.. 


7Efterday was fet apart as 2 Day of’ Publick 
Thankfgiving for the late extraordinary. 





Succeffes, which have fecured to us every Thing: 


that can be efteemed,; and delivered us from eve+ 
ty Thing that can be apprehended;. by a Prote- 


flant and a Free People.. I cannot.but obferve;. 


upon this Occafion, the. natural"Tendéncy in: 

fuch a National Devotion, to iafpire Men with 

Sentiments of religious Gratitude, and tofwell 

their Hearts with inward Tranfports of Joy.and 
xultation. 

When Inftances of Divine Favour, are great: 
in themfelves, whenthey are frefh upon the Me- 
mory, when they arepeculiar.to a certain Coun: 
trey, and commemorated by.them 1n large and. 
folemn Affemblies; A’: Man muft be of a very- 
cold or degenerate Temper,. whofe Heart doth. 


not’ burn within him-ia the midft of that Praidé: 


and: 
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and Adoration, which arifes at the fame Hour 
in all the different Parts of the Nation, and from 
the many Thoufands of the Peopie. 

It is impoffible to read of Extraordinary and 
National Aéts of Worfhip, without being warm- 
ed with the Defcription, and feeling fome De- 
gree of that Divine Enthufiafm, which fpreadsit 
felf among a joyful and religious Multitude. 
A Part of that exuberant Devotion, with which 
the whole Affembly raifed and animated one a- 
nother, catches a Reader at the greateft Di- 
{tance of Time, and makes him a kind of Sharer 
in it. 

Among all the publick Solemnities of this 
Nature, there is none in Hritory fo glorious as 
that under the Reign of King Solomon, at the De- 
dication of the Temple. Befides the great Of- 
ficers of State, and the Inhabitants of Jerz/alem, 
all the Elders and Heads of Tribes, with the 
whole Body of the People ranged under them, 
from one end of the Kingdom to the other, 
were fummoned to affiftin it. We may guefs 
at the prodigious Number ofthis Affembly from 
the Sacrifice on which they feafted, confifting 
of a Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Sheep, 
and T’'wo Hundred and Twenty Hecatombs ol 
Oxen. When this vaft Congregation was for- 
med into a regular Proceffion to attend the Ark 
of the Covenant, the King marched at the Head 
of his Peopte, with Hymns and Dances to the 

new Temple, which he had ereGted for its Re- 
ception. ‘Fofepbus tells us, that the Levizes 
{prinkled the Way as they paffed with the Blood 
of Sacrifices, and burned the holy Incenfe in fuch 
Quantities as refrefhed the whole Multitude with 
its Odours, and filled all the Region about them 
with Perfume. When the Ark was depotites 
| under 
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under the Wings of the Cherubims in the holy 
Place, the great Confort of Praife began. Is 
was enlivened with a Hundred:and Twenty 
Trumpets, affifted with a proportionable Num- 
ber of other kinds of mufical Inftruments, and 
accompanied with innumerable Voices ofall the 
Singers of [/rael, who were inflruéted and fet 
apart to religious Performances of this kind. 
As this mighty Chorus was extolling their Ma- 
ker, and exciting the whole Nation thus affem- 
bled to the Praife of his never-ceafing Goodnefs 
and Mercy, the Shek:wah defcended: Or to tell 
itin the more emphatical Words of holy Writ, 
lt came to pafs, as the Trumpets and Singers were 
as one, to make one Sound to be heard in praifing 
and thanking the Lord, and when they lift up their 
Voge with the Trumpets and Cymbals, and Inftru- 
ments of Mufick, and praifed the Lord fayig, For 
he is good, for his Mercy endureth for ever; 
that then the Houfe was filled with aCloud. The 
Priefts themfelves, not able to bear the Awful- 
nefs of the Appearance,- retired into the Court 
ofthe Temple, where the. King being placed 
upon a brazen Scaffold, fo as to be feen by the 
whole Multitude, bleffed the Congregation of 
Ifrael, and afterwards, {preading forth his Hands 
to Heaven, offered up that Divine Prayer which 
is twice recorded at length in Scripture, and 
has always been Jooked upon as a Compofition 
fit to have proceeded from the wifeft of Men. 
He had no fooner finifhed his Prayer, when a 
Flath of Fire fell from Heaven and burned up 
the Sacrifice which lay ready upon the Altar, 
The People, whofe Hearts were gradually mo- 
ved by the Solemnity of the whole Proceeding, 
having been exalted by the religious Strains of 


Mufick. and aw’d by the Appearance. of that 
, | ~ Glory 
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Glory which filled the Temple, feeing now the 
miraculous Confumption of the Sacrifice, and 
obferving the Piety of their King, who lay pro- 
ftrate before his Maker, owed. them/elves-with 
their Faces to the Ground upon the Pavement, and 
worfbipped and praifed the Lord, faying, For heis 
good, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 

What Happinefs might not fuch a Kingdom 
promife to itfelf, where the fame elevated Spi- 


rit of Religion ran through the Prince, the Priefts, 


and the People! But I fliall quit this Head, to 
obferve that fuch an uncommon Fervour of 
Devotion fhewed itfelf among our own Coun- 
treymen,.and in the Perfons of three Princes, 
who were the greateft Conquerors in our Exgiifh 
Hiftory. Thefe are Edward the Third, his Son 


the Black Prince, and Henry the Fifth. As for 


the firft, we are told that,. before the famous 
Battel of Cre/y, he {pent the greateft Part ofthe 


Night in Prayer, and in: the Morning received 


the Sacrament with his Son, the chief ofhis Of- 
ficers, and Nobility. The Night ofthat glo- 
rious Day. was no lefs pioufly diftinguithed by 
the Orders, which he gave out to his Army, 
that they. fhould forbear all infulting of their E- 


nemies, or boafting of their own Valour, and 


employ their Time in returning Thanks to the 
great Giver of the Vitory. The Black Prince, 
before the Battel of Po:diers, declared, that his 
whole Confidence was in the Divine Affiftance;. 
and after that great Vi@ory, behaved himfelf in 
all Particulars like a truly Chriftian Conqueror. 
Bight Days fucceffively were appointed by his 
Father in England, for a Solemn and Publick 
Thankfgiving; and when the young Prince re- 
turned in Triumph with a King of France as his 
Prifoner,. the Pomp of the Day confifted chiefly 
in 
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in ns and Ads of De- 
votion. The Behaviour of the Black Prince, 
after a Battel in Spaim, whereby he reftored the 
King of Ca/tile to his Dominions, was no lefs 
remarkable. When that King, tranfported with 
his Succefs, flung himfelf upon his Knees to 
thank him, the generous Prince ran to him, 
and, taking him by the Hand, told him it was 
not He who could lay any Claim to his Grati- 
tude, but defired they might go to the Altar to- 
gether, and jointly return their hanks to whom 
only it was due. 

Henry V. (who at the Beginning of his Reign, 
made a. publick Prayer in the Prefence of his 
Lords and Commons, that he might be cut off 
by an immediate Death, if Providence forefaw 
he would not prove a juft and good Governor, 
and promote the Welfare of his People) mani- 
feftly derived his Courage from his Piety, and: 
was fcrupuloufly careful not to afcribe the Suc- 
cefs of it to himfelf. When he came within 
Sight of that prodigious Army, which offered 


him Battel at Agincourt, he ordered all his Ca- - 


valry to difmount, and with thereft of his For- 
ces, to implore upon their Knees a Bleffing on 
their Undertaking. In a noble Speech, which 
he made to his Soldiers immediately before the. 
firft Onfet, he took Notice of a very remarka-. 


ble Circumftance, namely, that this very Day’ 


of Battel was the Day appointed in his own 
Kingdom, to offerup publick Devotions forthe 
Profperity of his Arms, and therefore bid them. 
not doubt of Viaory, fince at the fame Time that 
they were fighting inthe Field, all the People of 
England were \ifting up their Hands to Heaverr 


for their Succefs. Upon the clofe of that me-° 


morable Day, in which the King had performed: 
Wonders: 
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